TAXPAYER RED ALERT • URGENT PUBLIC NOTICE
JULY 13, 2026 REJECTION DEADLINE of $11.6 Million to buy 1.5 miles of Polluted Rail Road Corridor.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Collier County Taxpayers pay  $11.6 Million in Polluted Railroad Dirt — Plus Another $10.3 Million in Hidden Cleanup and Construction Costs for 1.5 Miles of Polluted Dirt the Collier Property Appraiser values at $104,688

Railroad Keeps Revenues, Cell Tower Leases, and Permanent Right to Reclaim the Land

NAPLES, FL — Local government watchdog USATaxFighters.org today issued a Red Alert to Collier County taxpayers, exposing a costly fiscal trap embedded in the April 14, 2026, Purchase and Sale Agreement for a 1.5-mile (24.3-acre) segment of the discontinued Seminole Gulf Railway corridor.

collierclerk.com
The agreement commits $11,642,069 in public funds to acquire land that the Collier County Property Appraiser values at just $104,688 — an 11,000% overpayment. Taxpayers inherit full environmental liability for a century of industrial contamination while lucrative private revenue streams (utility easements and cell towers) remain with the Seminole Gulf Rail Road.
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“This is corporate welfare at its worst,” said Dave Jaye, Chairman of USATaxFighters.org. “Collier taxpayers are already choking on traffic congestion, yet commissioners are rushing to spend $11.6 million buying polluted railroad dirt plus an estimated $10.3 million more for track removal, hazardous waste cleanup, paving, and a massive pedestrian overpass. Roads and bridges fix real problems. This is nothing but corporate welfare dressed up as recreation.”

Lee County’s fiscally conservative stance stands in stark contrast. Lee County leadership has refused to spend countywide taxpayer dollars on contaminated rail tracks, instead prioritizing road widening and congestion relief. Cecil Pendergrass, Chairman Lee County Board of County Commissioners, stated: “We are building roads before we build paths on land that should be used for high-speed trains, etc.”

The Four Hidden Fiscal Traps in the Agreement:

1. 111x Assessment Overpayment — Taxpayers pay $11.64 million for property assessed at $104,688 that generates only $773.54 in annual taxes.
2. “As-Is” Environmental Liability Transfer — Section 5 of the contract forces the county to accept the land “AS IS, WHERE IS, AND WITH ALL FAULTS.” Historic rail corridors are typically contaminated with arsenic, PAHs, heavy metals, and creosote. Taxpayers bear 100% of the open-ended cleanup costs. 
3. Rail Road Keeps Revenue Streams — Section 10 preserves all existing utility licenses, sewer agreements, and commercial cell tower leases. These ongoing revenues do not offset the purchase price. “The Rail Road gets the meat and the taxpayers get the bone, just like the one sided deals that the City of Bonita Springs and Village of Estero”, noted Dave Jaye.
4. The Reactivation Trap — Section 20 grants the Seminole Gulf Railway permanent federal rights to reactivate service. If triggered, the county must hand the land and all trail improvements back — reimbursed only at depreciated value.
Phase 2 Hidden Costs: The $11.64 million purchase price excludes an estimated $10.38 million in additional capital costs for track removal, soil remediation, engineering, asphalt paving, a multi-million-dollar pedestrian overpass over Old 41 and the planned Veterans Parkeway Expansion, parking facilities, and safety upgrades at multiple crossings.

THE CLOCK IS TICKING

Section 6 provides a 90-day inspection period ending July 13, 2026. Commissioners still have time to terminate the agreement without penalty and protect taxpayers from these liabilities. Taxpayers are urged to immediately contact the Collier County Board of County Commissioners and demand rejection of this deal in its current form.  

“With a significant property tax cut proposal on the ballot this November 3, 2026 likely to slash county revenues, the Board should be safeguarding essential funds and prioritizing real public road construction, not funding a frivolous bike trail that the railroad can legally reactivate and take back anyway.” If this project is so worthwhile, it should have been put to a vote of the people,” concluded Dave Jaye.  
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